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ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO DOTE-OO EB-07 FMC-02 

INR-07 NSAE-00 CG-00 OFA-01 DLOS-04 AID-05 EUR- 12 

AGR-10 OMB -01 ST-01 OC-05 CCO-OO PA-02 PRS-01 USIA-15 

A-01 OPR-02 /087W 

032571 

R 291 120Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2536 
USDOC WASHDC 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 

UNCLAS JIDDA 6659 

BEIRUT FOR RTDO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BGEN, ATRAN, BBSR, EWWT, SA 

SUBJECT: CRITICAL STATUS OF CLOGGED SAUDI PORTS AND HARBORS. 
REF: JIDDA 6591 

1. SUMMARY: TURNAROUND TIME AT PORT OF JIDDA NOW 73 DAYS 
FOR ORIDINARY CARGO. PORT OF DAMMAM IN EASTERN PROVINCE 
HAS ONLY 30-DAY TURNAROUND TIME ACCORDING CONSULATE. 
SITUATION WORSENING DAILY AS GOODS ARRIVE AT PORTS IN 
DELUGE PROPORTIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. WITH AN ESTIMATED 1 15-125 SHIPS CURRENTLY WAITING IN 
HARBOUT, PORT OF JIDDA BECOMING ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
ORDINARY CARGO TRAFFIC. OF THE 12 COMMERCIAL BERTHS. 

PORT DIRECTOR. MOHAMMED MAROOF EXPLAINED THAT 2 BERTHS 
ARE FOR RED SEA CONFERENCE SHIPS; 2 FOR LIVE ANIMALS 

AND PASSENGERS; 1 FOR CEMENT; 1 FOR JAPANESE SHIPS, 1 
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FOR AMERICAN SHIPS; AND FIVE FOR ALL OTHERS. NO BERTHS 
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ARE HELD OPEN FOR ANYTHING. PRIORITY CLASSIFICATION AS 
WELL AS ABOVE ARRANGMENT DETERMINES BERTHING PRECEDENCE. 
OTHER SHIPS WAIT AND DOCK STRICTLY ACCORDING TO TIME AND 
DATE OF ARRIVAL AT PORT. MAROOF CATEGORICALLY DENIES ANY 
PREFERENCES BUT QUALIFIED THIS BY NOTING PRIORITY CATEGORIES, 
IN ADDITION TO LIVE ANIMALS, OF PERISHABLE FOODS, REEFER 
SHIPS, GOVERNMENT DEFENSE GOODS AND OTHERS AS - QUOTE DEFINED 
BY MINISTRIES - END QUOTE. 

3. SITUATION WORSENED BY RAMADAN SEASON HAS ALSO AFFECTED 
PORT AREA WHERE CLOGGING IS ACUTE. COVERED AREAS ARE FULL, 
AND OPEN STORAGE A MAZE OF CONFUSION. THERE IS ONLY ONE 
ROAD EXIT FROM THE PORT AREA. PROPORTION OF DAMAGED GOODS 
ALARMING. 

4. SAG IS USING PETROMIN DOCKS WHEN POSSIBLE, BUT THESE 
TOO ARE OVERTAXED BY OFFICIAL IMPORTS OF PROJECT MATERIAL. 

5. DAMMAM, A RELATIVELY UNCLOGGED PORT TWO MONTHS AGO, IS 
BEING HEAVILY TAXED WITH OVERFLOW SHIPPING SINCE GOODS 
ARE NOW BEING TRUCKED TO JIDDA FROM THE EASTERN PROVINCE 
ADDING TO INCREASE IN GOODS DESTINED THERE. 

6. SOME FORWARDERS HERE ARE REPORTEDLY USING KUWAIT 
HARBOR AND SHIPPING OVERLAND TO POINTS IN WESTERN SAUDI 
ARABIA. OTHER SHIPPING AND FORWARDING FIRMS ARE SPECI- 
FYING OVERLAND SHIPMENTS OF GOODS ORIGINATING IN EUROPE. 

A TRAILER TRUCK FROM GERMANY REPORTED TAKES 14 TO 18 
DAYS TO REACH RIYADH. SOME SHIPPERS ARE CONSIDERING 
TURKISH PORTS FROM WHENCE GOODS WILL BE SHIPPED OVERLAND 
SINCE BEIRUT IS ALSO UNDERSTOOD TO BE HEAVILY OVERTAXED 
WITH SHIPS WAITING TO UNLOAD, AND IS ALSO BEING AVOIDED 
BECAUSE OF CIVIL DISRUPTION. 

7. DESPITE FREQUENT EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN HERE, NO LOCAL 
SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM IS NOW IN SIGHT. DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE AND DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE MAY WISH TO CONSIDER 
OVERLAND SHIPMENTS FOR OFFICIAL GOODS AND TO ALERT U.S. 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY OF REFTEL. 
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8. DETAILED AIRGRAM DESCRIBING DETERIORATION OF JIDDA 
PORT SITUATION, THE MOST CRITICAL PROBLEM TO BE OVERCOME, 
CURRENT PORT DEVELOPMENT PLANS AND POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES 
FOR U.S. FIRMS SHIPPING TO THE KINGDOM WILL FOLLOW. 

AKINS 
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